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It may be noticed that the use of the word Satpuda
to denote the whole range of hills along the South of
Nerbuda seems to be purlly European and the name
should properly be confined to the block which lies to the

South west of the District in Nimar.
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In the central provinces the Satpura is applied to
the tract of hill country Strecting from Amarkanty to the
melghat and roughly comprising the modern plateau dis-
trict of Hosangabad, Betul,Chindwara,Seoni,Mandlam
Balaghat and Narasingpur and attributed to the authority

of Swayambhu Mahadev since time immeorial.
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The cave itself open through a lafty natural arch in
vertical sand stone cliff and for above the three hundred
feet runs straight into the bowels of the hill. It is wilthout
doubt natural and a considerable stream of clean cold
water issues from a cliff at further end. Here is set up a
little conical stone which represents the ‘pen’ (God) and
attracts all the pilgrims once a year no temple made with
hands, no graven image, nothing of the usual pomp and
ceremony worship, adorns the forest shrine. There is no
officiating priest hut a retainer of the aborignical chief of
Gond tribe. Who acts as a custodian of the shrine from
time immemorial and receive the offerings of piligrims.
€9
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Thus into a remote the desolate valley sorrounded by the
eternal hills, where the sambhu Mahadev has chiefest
dwelling place. The pathways leading to the place are
ture tracks, scariely disearnible in the rank jungle. The
final act of worship which only reached by difficult and
precipitoses path. The top to the mountain is almost rect-
angular space stopping upwords from all sights of the

centre.
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Among the numerous peaks of the Satpara ranges

of the District Deveral are marked with the remains of old
forts. In the past these were the strong holds of the local

Gond chiefs bearing the totems of Naga, Koraku and bull.

celiguiria YR 699R FRIa 6IRIERER 2Ql IGYLIR

JHANRETER SR QQAIEILNR, 6ATRISR, 2! i@,
e




— GGIRRI°E UIR OGIQ YRAIQ
LYIIVR, 2ANTR, AURGQ 6@, FERFCRICR, LRI,
6ERRIGG 2T 9Q° 6Q0IQ JRIZE RIYRIBIT 6919l (F1daa1)
QRRIRERIG (4RIRQN) JAIRIERIF! (QHRA), ALRIERIG], TR
69131 6 QIRIERIR! 2R ) 6RIA Q°FY 6613 TYRIAR YITR
Jooide @0 AYER JNIe JoUl daIel 698 | 64iQ,
caleglela PR IRIRIH 6QI1gl (Rlg @ QI €@
6UR6IR! (6TR6IRN) T0Q Ylf TRAIRIN(LR FRIEER) R
AR JRRIR (ARNS)T GIARIFER 2R PR
IRIPID (IRFIRN)Q IIPe 6208 | RPN IRNIGIIRR 9
Q@elR 621Q el QIdewR 6l QR 4Rl KR!
CRIRYIS IR 661Q YAILER YORe 6208 | 6IRERIS
2210, RAFIFR 67RAIFR IR Q YRS RS (JFR)Q
Q299 6218 9RIel (9dl) 6919l JIRe 6208 | 664
TYARIRE @IRgl QIR (999e8% 9R)]Q FRR 6QIF!
(@0QINQ1) JeIPe 6208 | 6ARAR INRAIRQ YRS &Q
(F16241e9)Q JAI8 Q41 6 Q9 60129 FIRIELIG! (RIS
A1 Ql AYYLNE) KRG 621R JITE 6228 | P91, IR, PR
9° QI 991 Qe A2 66@ LYALR AP UIPTR FIRY LAV
28 JI2IR 6FM SR 690 JIEE 62108 | @ FAIgR JERsa
AR L6 2l | 9@ 6JQERER 2R I Qe 9T
IR 6RPARR (@RQ) & 62 Q1 62109 (RF) 98 &2
Q1 696 (627) G862 21 6610 LYRILR 696R1R AIRTR
QAR QLE |

. IAMI - AR G 6TGR FRQ JRGIR LN
2de | 0IQ AR @R 60Rdda I @°Rde 28 | @

90




66lgRI°e| QIR APIQ YRAIQ mm—
JIF6Q 65IERIR AIREA YOIe AF AQ QB | AL AIYRAINIR
6RI6 (QEQ) N6Ed 2B kI QY 2YER AR 2R |
JPERITR 2NEHY FRe RAIFER Y0IEQ ALY RQAQ|
AR LR AR 9R! FRIRR |

9. AAACI@ - 12 650R 02IRER AR | 69R0IER
649G QRININER FP1R QOa REIF64E SRR 28 | 61T
AFIE gQ MOER 661G NPT 21T ARl | 661Q YR
Jome @RF6 ZRINER I8 9ea dalfl IRl APTIgR 6RIRRIN
J6M 69 & 2AQCQ (26RYER) A8 @FgeR | @ Q6R
gIe1e0! grIe @ee! AIF 65163 AYe YOIE RS 622918
@3 9RG QY JIRIQ QI IR Z6RY 920 IQ° LM
J0Q 694¢ Q2I0IR0Ife 69 6968 YR 96 A4l fAIRER
69 @20 QEAIER | 18! YINIRIY ACIT O1G |

Rl 6RUER YL RRIFINR IR 2RI UGG
60968299 98 @.8.90081 2YF LSRR I FHRER
2d0 digl A deaq didY 99 foa AEYREa @
Q4 2930 | RE2IAEQ 12IQ AFIEQIQ QARG | 984 QIR
Ao G063 AURTE AU6R Gag g @Gl AGAIAY Rl |
QR APC! LUANER @ FAB1 I e 661@ LYANER
doPe 2@ 64 RN 996Q eRYRR UARVLR 6ARUR
@0 IR ZRIPY 609 60WER YRITR YUR RAUER | AUGER
6FIF0R 69 QLGN 64 QYR AFIQ QEER UILIZ Ol
CROR AR | ARIP 629 LA AR QL CURIAIG CIReY.
didl 2eR PR | FIRQ FERI 2P AG 92O QT 2T

2Idél JI2IQ 6RIRR O VIREE 64 AT QUG AR RIS
9¢




— GGIRRI°E UIR OGIQ YRAIQ
AEIR | 960 QPG! 69Y (970 QIR 62IRTER | 62 QISR
Q6Iq QIR FARI FAdR, 60 APER A QFIg PR 2ARQ
604 AR ARR 6TRTER |

Q0IR Y64 QA6 62L1A 9] GRS QI ARG
QORI TRRER PRINNFEY 28R ARG Q B¢ NREY LELIS
Q29I JIP1R AIG6Q 8@ Q6 AQ0IQ AP 8 RGP QAR
ARIQ BRYEL | Y21 G691 Q6 699Q1 QBRI | ALRUER
2GR, FR6Q FIRGQ, N9 UBLFER PN | 9IQ
a9 QIa A% 6 6AQ Yeleea 980 &. 6 @ 900 §. | gL
[0 RQ @F QU6Q 9@ AR QA ZFQR 6218 |

Joede otiel 6RYeS, @ Q4 28 JPIRIEa YA
28Q 220 2Rl QI8! 6618 52 AR ARIQYR FFIE FAIARAM! |
Ol PIRAER YLIQ QIR AR (2IANAGG) LRI | 9@
Qd6Q 2IAeee 98 691@3IRI6R 69909, AN,
QAAINIGR, 6SPAIGE, AP 2690 AR Q4 ARl U2l FFRIF
Qell 66lQ, 6912,6R109 2d QI HH6 62 |

[ N ¢1.6Q SR QIR 2N AT IR ARFIQR FERIQ
QURCEQR AR FRAR | @ A6 TR F9q ARG
60QI0IR YRR 6618 QRIE 62Q1 A AR AR | AR
P4I96964 1 Qo 29Q e doIR1 a8 2Rl | ARRER
Ja@! ENC BEQ 69TR AUER FRY AVRR ETAR| EQER
ARET QER FHAM YUER U@ 96 6999ea 6P
RIER Q 2IQ 62NN | IS° ILIUEQ QI ARAQT NG
SRR |

29




66lgRI°e| QIR APIQ YRAIQ mm—
N QQRACIP - AAACQ 699N FRR I29a @ &
Q96Q 2age 9@ QIR Q4 | Y2Iq 66 QIR F°aIgR FIAe
692 QIRIQ 12IQ FIE FAIRACA | IR 6AIR Q2 62 PORR
64lle LYY FRIER YORe 2R | QAR W2l & ZU6R
J5910 621 QIRE | @ QOQ 9694 QIR I6Q ¢l YAFE 2R |
(@ ZPORQ 61N S°9lIY 661@ °YRITQ ERIES 62017 AN
QRIE TP 600! ‘QIeR’F gel @98 | 620I6Q AFER
642 693 52 Al 01 2R O QLIIRAA! |

¥, Qeaml - QRdRg 99le IR QLIKIRE | el
6G0R FAQ AN 6QRERYR AIGER 2R | 60I6Q
&JQl dIRIGER BF JI9oR gl A8 1 12l 6Iw6Q1 6210 6819
LRANIE QAAJR gR, C0IEQ 1) YRGS AR
2ICARE 241 62016Q 9 A FQAS! 6l F°ANY 661
AYRIOR 60lgRe FRQ LYINCIT 99 29gQ FIF6 AR
2§ 6Q0Iq AIIB | 9@ LA dHaq 6IFEALIR
691NLR SHR QU |

8. GOIQMIGIR - 6FEN HRR IR ALY RAAIS YT6R
o FERIFCR 90ER 6damiale 2Qde | el ARIZIR I
Jde 9QaM, QIR FERI 6 ATR! FAR AR LORER 2
dIgle QU6Q SR 62l | Y@ 99 JLRIFER I
Q6N 2F | 620I6Q LYAVICRIFR R 2R | 1@ JLQ
I8 6ERAIN 7RI FINR 663 AR FANYER | Sle U6R
6Q0I6Q 0018, 0000. RIIUIR,ARIR,IFAUR, AVACAR,
RAIR, AL QIL,ESICIR 2T 66i@ ARIAIEE JIAR FREM |

Fdeanicle @ILER LIRININ FRR ARRIAR AR AR

6914 ZIs 69N, YARER FIFIEE 18R 6QRRE -
2




— GGIRRI°E UIR OGIQ YRAIQ

On all sides of the hill, around which the fort was
built there is a space sufficient to accomodate a large
garrson. At the fort of the hill there is a tank covering an
area of about 2.50 hectors. This open space including is
enclosed by an inner wall width of which is nearly two
meters. For a considrable hight the wall is built of massins
stones. Some of which apparandently belonged to some
older building like temples in the locality. The present
position of many carred and designed stones in the outer
face of this wal clearly shoros that they were taken out
from the ruined structurs. Thus on the casterm wall of the
fort an inseribg stone which apparently belonged to a stup
well is fixed. The seventh line of it mentims that the
illustratims Hardeva castuted a vapi to the north of
Khetakapura, which is apparantly the old name of Kherla.
The inscription Sambat 1420 and Sakabd 1285 corre-
sponding to 1363 AD. It contains a sort geneology of lo-
cal Gond kings but the record being in a much mutilated
condition can yield no reliable deta. The inner wall has
some gates which are now in ruins. The outer wall of the
fortis also in a ruinous condition and appears to be older
than the inner wall. The fort has been rebuilt after the
several sieges. Which it under weut it witnessed several
struggles between the sultans of Malwa and Bahamanis

of Berar till it was annexed by the Mughals.
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The tank has been popularly supposed to be the
Origin of river Tapi. On gccount of this popular belif the
place was originalli called mulatapi, the soures at Tapi.
The present name multai is apparently a corruption of
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The village Rajola and Partabpur contains a spot
named “Mundara” from where the river wenganga origi-
nates in a pool of water. A local story current about the
source is that once there lived a Gond girl named Hiro.
She was bethro thed to a youth of her caste named Ganga
who came to sevne at her Fathers place before wedding.
Oneday while he was digging a well water rushed ant
and floated him away. Hero came to the spot in gwest of
her fiance and noticed two hands rising up from the water
level. She recoqgnised those as belonging to her lover
and plunged her self into water. The hands there upon
clasped her body and the couple was wasced away. Thus
the river Hiro ganga came in to existence. The big annual
religious fair is held near the spot. The hiroganga river
meets the river wenganga at lakhanwara where from the
joint river is known as venganga instead of Hiroganga.

The Lakhanwara is also religious place of Gond tribe.
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It is said one kalyan singh a gond chief lined at
Kundam in ancient times and had only daughter named
Hira. She attained puberty but no party approached her
father with the propoed marriage. Thus he was in trouble
for the marriage of his daughter. To face the situation of
draught Kalyan Singh had dug this well. While digging
this wall one day the water God “Panne Rani” came to
him in his dream and advised him to make sacrifice of his
beloved daughter. He told this incident to his wife next
day clandestinely. Hira heard this conversation and de-
cided to make her sacrifice. Early in the morning she went
and jumped in to the dry well. As soon as she throw her-
selfinto the well. The water immediately rose up and brust
the embankment of the well and formed the Hiran river.
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“Thene were brother and sister being orphans the
brother was cought and sacrificed and the sister came to
know his late and began to wee and shed tears which ran
into a strean and pent up waters of the fiuld joined wassing
the buried brother and mingling him with the tears of his
sister. There two brancks of the river near its source one
said to be formed by the tears of the sister still called
kinia a distinguished from the main channel which is

known as ken.
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real name of Mandla was said to be Mahis Mandal of
Mahismati of ancient literature, the capital of Kartvirya of
the thousand arms from which were spring the Gara
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@Ie @l 62ml ! The Haiya king Kokalla had eighteen

soons of whom the eldest became lord of Tripuri (In
Jabalpur district) which thus held the ont lying “Mandalas”
as lieuenatnt Mandala may have been the most of these

Mandlas and hence known as the Mandala.
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As regards the ancient period we are certained that
the shok of the mecedonian phalax on porus elephant
corps awake no echo in the mountains and forests of the
Satpuras : Chandragupta mourya, who raised himself to
throue of Hindustan on the ruins of Alexander’s
greatness;failed to carry his arms across Narmada and
even his spillmore famous grandson, Ashok, whice empire
streched from Himalayas to Madras, exercised only
nominal control over the hill and dale forest and field and
flod” of the central Indian high land. A through the
missionaries of the pious experor penetrated to the
deepest recesses of his dominian their ministration didnot
enhance his authority in these parts adn the jungle tribes
still enjoyed a limited autonomy under the swzerainaty of

the paromaont power.
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